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CHRISTMAS
Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes;

Who is it in yon manger lies?
Who is this child so young and fair?
The blessed Christ - child lieth there.

Ah, Lord, who hast created all,
How hast Thou made Thee weak and small,

That Thou must choose Thy infant bed
Where ox and ass but lately fed?

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.
My heart for very joy doth leap,

My lips no more can silence keep;
I too must raise with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle song -
"Glory to God in highest heaven,

Who unto man His Son hath given!"
While angels sing with holy mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Martin Luther, 1483-1546



Minister’s Message
As I write this, the season of advent is almost upon us, and when 
some of you are reading this, the waiting for Christmas will be 
nearly over - or even passed! Therefore, preparation gives way to 
celebration, anticipation to fulfillment. But for what? A winter 
festival to cheer you up? An opportunity to throw good taste to 
the wind and decorate the house in the most gaudy display of 
light and tinsel? To help Gordon Brown by spending all you have, 
or perhaps haven’t got? Certainly the high street and the web are 
hoping that this Christmas season will bring them good news and 
joy in this troubled financial climate. And perhaps there is much 
in your own lives that casts an unwelcome shadow to which the 
lights are a relief.

Undoubtedly in the wider world there is much to be alarmed and 
fearful about; Worldwide financial collapse and uncertainty, with 
banks, markets and currencies tumbling, suicide bombers, 
conflicts in Afghanistan, Iraq, and the DRC. Or growing social and 
economic inequality and dysfunction, epidemic illiteracy, 
widespread drugs and crime, giving people reasonable cause for 
at least some of their fears. Yet this winter, even with talk of 
recession or possibly an economic depression looming on the 
horizon, we can all take courage from the message of Christmas, 
for one of the principle things God wants to say to us all with the 
birth of Christ is “don't be afraid.”

The birth narratives of Jesus contain elements that can be very 
difficult to comprehend and so we are tempted to disbelieve 
them, but they also contain telltale signs that in my mind make 
them radically authentic. In particular, the Gospel narratives 
record that the constellation of events surrounding the birth of 
Christ evoked a certain emotion in people: fear. And to each one 
of these understandable human fears, God responded with a firm 
and gentle assurance, “don't be afraid.” This comfort in the midst 
of fear is at the heart of the Christmas story. “don't be afraid.”

Joseph, upon learning that his fiancée was pregnant resolved to 
separate quietly for fear of their reputation, but God, through an 
Angel, told him not to fear, but to be at peace. Similarly, Luke 
writes that Zechariah (Mary’s uncle) was “gripped with fear,” 
Mary was “greatly troubled,” (a bit of an understatement!) and 
the rugged shepherds were “terrified.” But to each, God’s 
response was the same, “don't be afraid.”

Christmas is the declaration that Jesus is Immanuel, God with us; 
He has not abandoned us or given up on us. Christmas is no fairy 
tale story, where “everything is now alright” but rather a 
message that we are not alone. Jesus himself grew up and left 
the manger, to spend a lifetime showing the world that we need 
not fear. Yet from the beginning the fear of the world constantly 
tried to overwhelm Him. From Herod the Great seeking to destroy 
him and in his fear killing the innocent, to the fear of the religious 
leaders and the politicians trying to irradiate Christ’s teaching and 
example, by ultimately killing His body; yet through this even the 
fear of death itself is destroyed in the glory of His resurrection.

Christmas is part of the great story in which the peace of God is 
demonstrated to be far more powerful than fear, for whenever 
fear raises its head, God’s offer of peace is always available, 
turning quaking disciples into missionaries of purpose and 
churches suffering the worst persecution into beacons of love. 
Whatever you are facing this Christmas, let God’s message of 
promise and peace flood your life so that you can face anything, 
knowing that Immanuel is here, with you today and with you 
always; do not be afraid, God wants to be with you and to lead 
you into His peace. Or as John said, “God came to us and pitched 
his tent in our garden.” Therefore, let the peace Christ offers 
dwell in you heart, for ultimately the full peace of God is yours. 

Have a peaceful Christmas and expectant New Year, knowing 
Immanuel is here. 

Richard.



Editor’s Ramblings
REUNIONS x4

1) If you remember I wrote about this once before. This 
year has enabled us to get together again in May with our 
old (older) YPF Veterans as they now call themselves.

A good friend of ours drove us to Sandford on Thames near 
Oxford for our two day stay at the Four Pillars Hotel situated 
in its own grounds on the banks of the river. Twenty four of 
us met up again from all over the country giving us a 
chance to catch up on all the news aches and pains, etc. Of 
course over the years various friends have been missing 
having been called home to be with their Lord (remember 
these were the young Christians we grew up with in our 
teens).

The river boat stopped at the hotel and we caught the early 
boat to Abingdon. We got as far as Sandford village, about 
one mile and due to the swollen river the boat could not 
continue because it was dangerous to do so. So we had to 
disembark. At least we had a free ride. We walked back to 
the village and caught the bus and had an enjoyable day in 
Oxford.

On Saturday we had a meal together and said our farewells. 
Some were asking about the next one, I wonder how many
Veterans will be able to get to the next one - only the Lord 
knows.

2)  My second reunion was a local one at the Mayford Arms 
where 14 of my work colleagues met together for a meal 
and "catch up" on all the news. Unwins in Old Woking where 
I worked for 40 years has moved to new premises in 
Leatherhead, the old site being redeveloped for housing. We 
were able to see their new brochure and pictures of the new 
premises. The oldest member of the gathering was Connie 
100 years old, bright as a button who I hadn't met for at 
least 12 years and she remembered my name! Another 
colleague who worked in the office with me was 87. It was 
good to get together, bringing back fond memories and it is 
surprising what people remember, but sometimes perhaps 
you wish they hadn't!

Then that's life! Among the group were 5 Christians, 2 of 
them sons of the founders of the firm which was run by 
Christian men. I thank God that he led me to Unwins to 
work way back in 1954, then he always knows what is best 
for us.

3)  Christmas for many families is a time for reunion. A time 
to get together and rejoice over the birth of Jesus. But 
remember one day there will be the greatest reunion of all.

On behalf of the Officers of the church we wish you all a very Happy Christmas.



and

FELLOWSHIP NEWS
It seems a long time since Harvest when Stan Crees from 
Operation Agri came and shared their work with us. Thanks 
to everybody who supplied the food and= did all the other 
jobs that needed doing.

Bible Sunday

Thanks to everybody who willingly (or otherwise) took part 
in the Family Service. They must have given me the part of 
NUT for a reason - I'll let you work that one out!

November 23rd

We shared with Craig and Susan and the family in the 
Service of Dedication for Rebekah.

We welcome her into God's family and wish her every 
blessing as she is nurtured into her Christian life and pray 
that she will come to know and love Jesus for herself.

For Your Prayers

Remember Connie, Floss - pray that Floss may soon find the 
confidence to be able to come back to church.

Ciss - by the time you read this Ciss will be out of hospital 
and settled into a home in Oriental Road Woking, where she 
will be cared for.

Remember also Hilda and Dorothy in your prayers. It's good 
to see them both being able to get to church.

Prayers Answered

As you know Rita was taken into St. Peter's Hospital and 
then transferred to St. George's Tooting in London for an 
operation which took place on Tuesday 18th November. I 
am glad to be able to report that the operation has been a 
success and she has been on her feet with the Physio. Mick 
has expressed his grateful thanks for all your prayers, 
cards, phone calls, etc. God does answer prayer and we are 
now praying for a complete recovery and that she will soon 
be back home.

It's good to see Philip back with us after a spell in hospital 
and we welcome Lydia who has been worshipping with us 
and become a member of KWF and has joined us at 
Fellowship Hour.



BBMMSS RReelliieeff AAppppeeaall
The generous, ongoing response from supporters to our 
relief appeal has continued throughout 2008 and we give 
thanks to God for the willingness of his people who have 
continued to remember the poor who have suffered most in 
these various disasters.

BMS has a unique contact network of Baptist partners 
across the developing world, which allows us to respond 
quickly and securely direct to the point of need. Quite 
simply the BMS Relief Appeal is a unique treasure of our 
church family that continues to bring hope where once there 
was none. In the last year alone many thousands of people 
in Burma, China and Zimbabwe, to mention only three 
disaster situations, have survived and been helped through 
the BMS Relief Appeal. Thanks to your help, we have shown 
the love of Christ to a hurting world.

We need to make sure we always have money available to 
respond immediately to the latest crisis, wherever and 
whenever that happens. Every gift, large or small, is an 
enormous blessing.

NNeewwss iinn BBrriieeff ffrroomm tthhee
BBaappttiisstt TTiimmeess

BMS DR Congo grant

BMS World Mission has agreed an emergency grant of 
£16,000 to help those displaced by the recent conflict in 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

The latest violence between rebel and government forces 
began in late October in the province of North Kivu, around 
the city of Goma.

It has displaced around 250,000.

The grant will be channelled through Baptist World Aid (the 
relief arm of Baptist World Alliance), which is working 
closely with three Baptist groups in that part of the country

Some Thoughts:

God has a large family, but not one of 
them is able to walk alone.

Those who see God's hand in 
everything can best leave everything 
in God's hands.

It is only when your heart moves your 
tongue that you can expect your 
tongue to move other hearts.

Whenever we turn from the path of 
righteousness we are trespassing!



A Prayer
I live alone, dear Lord,

Stay by my side,
In all my daily needs
Be Thou my guide.

Grant me good health,
For that indeed ,1 pray,

To carry out my work from day to day.
Keep pure my mind, my thoughts,

my every deed,
Let me be kind, unselfish in

my neighbour's need.
Spare me from fire, from flood,

malicious tongues,
From thieves, from fear,

and evil ones.
If sickness or an accident befall,

then humbly Lord, 1 pray,
hear Thou my call.

And when I'm feeling low,
or in despair,

Lift up my heart and help me
in my prayer.

I live alone, dear Lord, yet have
no fear,

Because I feel Your Presence
ever near.



True Stories 1
For GOD so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that everyone who believes in 

Him should not perish but have everlasting life.      John 3:16

In Russia a little girl once got on a train without a ticket. She was absolutely sure that she had not to pay because the Lord JESUS 
CHRIST would pay for her.

The conductor told her that he didn't know this paying man. The little girl replied quite astonished: "You really do not know the ONE who 
died for us, the ONE who purchased our eternal Salvation, the ONE who loves me and you, the ONE who forgives all our sins?" She 
continued undisturbed: "But this is HIS railway leading to heaven! I'm a little pilgrim! My Mother went already ahead of me to the eternal 
home on this train. Surely you have heard the song my Mother taught me, my life here is a pilgrimage, I travel to my FATHER'S land, 
where GOD prepared a safe place, because of CHRIST'S blood that was shed for me."

Dying my mother told me: "Darling, follow me." "And this is the right train to Heaven, isn't it"? The conductor shook his head. With 
suppressed pain, he was reminded of his own dead child who had been as fresh and happy as this little girl.

So it happened that he took this orphaned little child with him to give her a loving mother, a refuge and a peaceful home.

Bridge Over Troubled Waters
Is your life being shaken by endless upsets?

Are your nerves taut with worry or even regrets?
Perhaps those that you love are causing pain,
and you long for quietness and peace again.
When the storms of life are raging around,

and you need to stand on level ground, 
remember the Lord, for His love never alters. 
Let Him be your bridge over troubled waters



Ruth’s Page
Oh dear, the computer has gone wrong again!  It has taken my list of the first lines of Christmas Carols and sorted the 

letters into alphabetical order.  Can you unscramble them?

1. aaccddeiiilnnoorstvyy

2. beeeefhhilllmnooottttw

3. aaaaegimnnrwy

4. aaadeeegghhhikllnnrrsst

5. aaccdeeeghhiiilmmnnoprtttu

6. eefhillnorsttw

7. adeehhhillnottvyy

8. aaeeeffgghlllmmnooorrrssty

9. aaaaaceeehhhiiklmnnopprrssstttuwy

10. adeeeehiimnnorssttww

11. acddeeeggikkllnnooooosstuw

12. abccddeeeeefghhhhhhiiikllnoprrssstttwwy

13. ddeggghhiiilmnnnoorry

14. accdeeeghiiijmnnooorrst

15. abdeeehiiiklmnnrttw

16. beghhiinnnortt

17. dehjlooorttwy

18. aaffhiilllnnnnoottwyy

19. abbinnooorsstuuy

20. deeeeeegglmmnnorrrsttyy

Answers to the “Water” Quiz (Autumn 2008 Newsletter)

1. Elisha (2 Kings 6:19-22); 2. Jesus and Peter (Matthew 14:25-33); 3. He cast a piece of wood into the waters (Exodus 15:23-25); 4. Gideon (Judges 
6:38-40); 5. Aaron (Exodus 7:20); 6. Elisha (2 Kings 2:19-22); 7. Jesus (John 2:1-10); 8. A rock (Exodus 17:1-6); 9. Jesus (Mark 4:39); 10. 150 days 
(Genesis 7:24); 11. Elijah & Elisha (2 Kings 2:8-14); 12. Day 2 (Genesis 1:6-8); 13. Elijah (1 Kings 18:30-39); 14. The River Jordan (Mark 1:5);  15. 
Jonah (Jonah 1:12);  16. Love (Song of Songs 8:7).



OUT AND ABOUT
New England
Although I vowed no more long hauls, I couldn't resist one more to somewhere I have always wanted to visit New England for 
the Fall colours of the trees and the leaves. So with my friend I set off on my fourth or fifth trip to USA on October 8th for 
eight days.

We flew to New York and spent our first night in New Jersey. The next morning after a little while in Times Square we had a 
sightseeing trip around New York including a walk in Central Park before making our way To Vermont for a two night stay in 
lovely ski lodge. How lovely Vermont was, the colours of the foliage so wonderful and vibrant. The white houses and chapels 
and lovely flowers and lots and lots of pot mums and so many pumpkins and everywhere so pristine!

Then on to Massachusetts for more sightseeing including the Mayflower and the Plymouth plantation. Then on again to 
Connenicticut to a hotel by the sea and lastly to Rhode Island and Cape Cod where we had a group photo on the beach on our 
last day, having covered nearly 1,500 miles and through five states. A wonderful trip and there will be 100 photos to browse 
through and remember.

Eileen Webber.

Some After thoughts
LOVE RUSSIA
The Love Russia Appeal this year is for plasters plus £1. 
This is being sponsored by Elastoplast™. If you would like to 
help please see Derek.

BIBLE STUDIES
You're welcome to these on Tuesday evenings at Susan and 
Craig's home at 8 pm.

AND

At Fellowship Hour at Eileen and Derek's, Thursday 
mornings at 10-30 am.

MARRIAGE
Alex Steer was married to Sarah on Saturday 6th 
December. We wish them every blessing in their new life 
together.

SOME QUOTES
"Don't regret growing older. It is a privilege denied to 
many".

"Age is mostly a matter of mind. If you don't mind, it 
doesn't matter!"

"Even to your old age and grey hairs I am He, I am He who 
will sustain you. I have made you, and I will carry you, I will 
sustain you and I will rescue you." Isaiah 46:4 (N.I.V)



Smile
The fasting and prayer conference includes meals.

The sermon this morning "Jesus walks on the water." The sermon tonight 
"Searching for Jesus."

Don't let worry kill you off - let the church help.

At the Evening Service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What is Hell?"
Come early and listen to our choir practice.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several 
new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and 
gracious hostility.

Potluck Supper Sunday at 5 pm -prayer and medication to follow.



Dates for your Diaries
December 14

5 pm Christingle Family Service.

December 21
11 am Nativity Service.

5 pm Carols by Candlelight

Followed by Bring and Share Tea.

December 24
5 pm It's a Boy - Children's Christmas Special. 

Tea and Fun for lower and middle school children, years R-6. 

11 - 30 pm Watchnight Service and Communion (Eric Moore)

December 25 

10 - 30 am Christmas Day Family Service

December 28 

11 - am Communion (there will be no Evening Service)

Advance Notice 

10 January New Year's Party - Details later.
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Birthday scheme
JANUARY 

No birthdays

FEBRUARY MARCH
13th Mrs E Webber 1st Mrs R Moore
20th Mrs E Byde 2nd MR M S Dennison
25th Mr J Kelland 11th Mr L Hollingshead
14th Judy Spink 24th Mrs J Deslandes

Happy Birthday to these folk -
especially to those now living away who still contribute to the 

Birthday scheme.

Note: Rita would be glad to receive any outstanding envelopes 
before the end of the year so that the money can be sent off 

by the beginning of the New Year. 
It helps BMS if quarterly cheques can be sent promptly.

JUNIOR CHURCH

Ages 3-8
It has been an interesting term, starting in September with 
Richard's induction as our Pastor.

We started learning about prayer, how to talk to God; and the 
prayer that Jesus told us, the Lord's Prayer. Then the children 
learned about some of the healing miracles of Jesus, the ten 
lepers and the man who came back to say 'thank you', and the 
deaf and dumb man.

There have been two family services, in both of which the 
children have been involved. One was for harvest and the other 
service was for Bible

Sunday,  when the children got really excited at finding the 
treasure (chocolate coins and the Bible)

We are looking forward to Advent and Christmas.   Please tell 
your friends all about us.     Please pray for the children and the 
teachers.

Joanna.

Ages 9 +
After trying some things from the Internet, we have settled on 
following Y-Zone from Children's' Ministry, since Khloe has joined 
us. Each week tells a Bible story using Drama, Puzzles, Games 
and/or Art. Through it, we have studied Nicodemus, The 
Samaritan Woman, The Paralysed Man lowered through the roof, 
and Zacchaeus who climbed the Tree to see Jesus. 

At the moment, it seems to have a wide enough age range to suit 
Lauren and Khloe, while Jade has been attending the main 
service mostly. Meanwhile, we have enjoyed the family services, 
with Junior Church doing readings for the Parable of the Sower at 
Harvest and adding shapes to the huge pictorial Banner behind 
that was Joanna's idea. We are getting ready soon for the 
Nativity based on character monologues, which Sohan is putting 
together. It is so refreshing when other people come up with a 
new angle. 

A Happy Christmas to all. Ann.



WEDNESDAY COFFEE MORNING
First Wednesday of the Month Only

We are smaller in number recently, as Floss has not felt able to 
come lately, and Cis, after a spell in hospital following a fall, has 
now moved to her new home in Woking. I gather from Jeanette 
that Connie is still happy at Coxhill Manor .We will send cards 
from us all as we do miss them from our group, and hope that 
you will join in our prayers for them in their new situations. Also 
pray for Doug, who has just had a birthday, and is awaiting 
operations.

DECEMBER 3RD IS OUR CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING with a 
visit from Guess Who? - and I mean that! - as I am still trying to 
guess myself! There will be mince pies, crackers and other 
goodies round the tree. Doug is bringing a mouth organ and 
Frank has threatened to play the tambourine, and personally, I'm 
going to be singing a Carol or two if they can keep up! We have a 
lot of laughs whatever we do.        Ann. THE FOLLOWING DATE 
WILL BE JANUARY 7™ 2009

KNAPHILL WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
We are now halfway through our Autumn session. We began by 
welcoming Richard to our meeting and we look forward to his 
monthly visits. However, we are going through a difficult spell 
owing to Rita's illness. Some of us get there by Bustler, and all 
our members are rallying round to keep our meetings going, and 
helping out in many ways, and we are very thankful to each one.

We have been so pleased to welcome our new member Lydia, 
and hope she enjoys the friendship and fellowship. We have been 
praying for Rita and thank the Lord for bringing her safely 
through her operation - the latest news: "she is sitting up 
enjoying her food and is as bright as a button" - quote from Mick 
- and we have been remembering him too.

They say nobody is indispensable, but we are missing you Rita -
hurry back!! With Christmas looming we just want to say the Lord 
bless you all, and have a Peaceful Christmas.
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Church Calendar - December 2008
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 1 2
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship (Richard Sherlock)
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

3
10:00 AM Church open for a Coffee 
and a Chat - all welcome

4
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde
8:00 PM Rock Musical Taster 
Session

5 6

7
11:00 AM Advent Family 
Service (Richard Sherlock)
6:30 PM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)

8 9
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship (Fellowship Hour and 
Stall)
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

10
7:30 PM Deacons' Social (Richard 
and Larrie's)

11
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde

12 13

14
11:00 AM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)
5:00 PM Christingle Family 
Service (Richard Sherlock)

15 16
1:00 AM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship (Christmas Dinner)
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
1:00 PM Knaphill Womens 
Fellowship Christmas Dinner
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Christmas Fellowship)

17
8:00 PM Worship Practice

18
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde

19 20

21
11:00 AM Nativity Service 
(Richard Sherlock)
5:00 PM Carol by 
Candlelight, followed by 
bring and share tea 
(Richard Sherlock)

22 23 24
5:00 PM It's a Boy - Children's 
Christmas Special (Tea and Fun -
For Lower and Middle School 
Children, years R-6)
11:30 PM Watchnight Service and 
Communion (Eric Moore)

25
10:30 AM Christmas Day 
Family Service (Richard 
Sherlock)

26 27

28
11:00 AM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)
6:30 PM No Evening 
Service

29 30 31 January  1
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde

2 3

January 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

4
11:00 AM Worship 
(Richard Sherlock)
6:30 PM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)

5 6
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

7
10:00 AM Church open for a 
Coffee and a Chat - all welcome
8:00 PM Deacons' Business 
Meeting

8
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde
8:00 PM Rock Choir Rehearsal

9 10



11
11:00 AM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)
6:30 PM Worship (Richard 
Sherlock)

12 13
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

14
8:00 PM Church Members' 
Meeting

15
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde
8:00 PM Rock Choir Rehearsal

16 17

18
11:00 AM Worship 
(Richard Sherlock)
6:30 PM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)

19 20
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

21 22
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde
8:00 PM Rock Choir Rehearsal

23 24

25
11:00 AM Worship and 
Communion (Alan Toombs)
6:30 PM Worship (Alan 
Toombs)

26 27
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

28 29
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde
8:00 PM Rock Choir Rehearsal

30 31

February 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
11:00 AM Worship 
(Richard Sherlock)
6:30 PM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)

2 3
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

4
10:00 AM Church open for a 
Coffee and a Chat - all welcome
8:00 PM Deacons' Business 
Meeting

5
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde
8:00 PM Rock Choir Rehearsal

6 7

8
11:00 AM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)
6:30 PM Worship (Richard 
Sherlock)

9 10
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

11 12
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde
8:00 PM Rock Choir Rehearsal

13 14

15
11:00 AM Worship 
(Richard Sherlock)
6:30 PM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)

16 17
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

18 19
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde
8:00 PM Rock Choir Rehearsal

20 21

22
11:00 AM Worship and 
Communion (Richard 
Sherlock)
6:30 PM Worship (Richard 
Sherlock)

23 24
9:45 AM Parents and Toddlers
2:45 PM Knaphill Women's 
Fellowship
7:30 PM Bible Study and Prayer 
(Craig and Susan Braisby)

25 26
10:30 AM Fellowship Hour at 
the home of Derek and Eileen 
Byde

27 28



FROM THE TREASURER’S CALCULATOR
“Credit Crunch?” Now, where have I heard something about that 
before?

Ah, I remember it’s that thing that’s affected a few businessmen and 
merchant bankers in London. 

Well it is, but it’s probably affected you and people you 
know too. Are you saving for a pension? Then you’ve 
probably got less to retire on now? Do you rely on the 
interest from your savings, or stocks for your income? 
Then that’s probably been hit hard too. So it is 
affecting you. 

Do you know someone who’s lost their job or who’s 
worried about losing their job? That bad news could 
come to any of us or even be about one of our 
congregation. And how will we react? With sympathy? 
With love? In a practical Christian way?

So how is the “Credit Crunch” affecting the church? In 
practical ways, quite significantly. As you can see below, the offerings 
remain below target, and will be significantly down for the year as a 
whole. Only if December’s offering is 70% higher than target will we 
finish on target for the year. Now that’s a challenge! 

Our costs climb too. We recently discussed the impact on the 
Ministers’ Pension Fund; already underfunded, that the recent turmoil 

will only have made that worse. And as members of the Baptist Family 
we have to be part of the solution – more contributions. This will add 
about £20 a week to our outgoings. That works out to nearly £1 a 

member a week. Thank you to those who have 
responded in exactly that way! 

Our fuel bills have rocketed; and even though the 
price of oil has fallen, our energy prices haven’t fallen 
back yet. They will probably add another £10 a week 
next year. And that’s on top of the usual inflation 
based rises in everything else. 

And in the meantime, the same as everybody else, the 
interest we earn on the money invested with the 
Baptist Union has fallen and will take about £5 a week 
off our income. 

As a church, not only are we not immune to what 
happens in the world, we should be doing what we can 

to help those directly affected. Caring, loving things; practical things; 
maybe even financial help if appropriate. And that just might cost us –
in time, in effort, in money. But isn’t that the least of what is expected 
of us?

Finally, the recent offering figures…
Apr ‘08 May ‘08 Jun ‘08 Jul ‘08 Aug ‘08 Sep ‘08 Oct ‘08 Nov ‘08

Actual £535 £487 £465 £434 £412 £490 £475 £500
Target £506 £506 £506 £506 £506 £506 £506 £506


